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Tolkien’s Life: A Timeline 
 

3rd January 
1892 

John Ronald Reuel (J.R.R.) Tolkien is born in Bloemfontein, 
South Africa 

Summer 1896 Tolkien and his family move to Birmingham, England 
November 
1904 

Tolkien’s mother, Mabel, dies, leaving Tolkien and his brother, 
Hilary, to move in with their Aunt Beatrice 

1908 Tolkien, and his brother Hilary, move to lodge with a Mrs 
Falkner, where Tolkien meets his future wife, Edith, who was 
another lodger there 

December 1910 Tolkien obtains a scholarship to study at Oxford University 
Summer 1911 Tolkien and 3 close friends form the ‘Tea Club and Barrovian 

Society’ 
October 1911 Tolkien begins studying at Oxford Univeristy 
28th July 1914 The First World War begins 
Late 1915 Tolkien enlists (joined the army) as a second lieutenant in the 

Lancashire Fusiliers 
22nd March 
1916 

Tolkien and Edith get married in Warwick 

April - May 
1916 

Tolkien takes an army signalling course, and travels to France 
the next month 

1st July 1916 The Battle of the Somme begins 
October 1916 Tolkien reports as sick and returns to England, suffering from 

‘trench fever’ 
1917 - 1918 Tolkien is in and out of Brooklands Officers’ Hospital 
November 
1918 

The Tolkien family returns to Oxford, where Tolkien gets a job 
working on the Oxford English Dictionary 

Autumn 1920 Tolkien begins work as a Reader in English Language at Leeds 
University, so the Tolkien family moves to Leeds 

Summer 1923 Tolkien is convalescing (recovering) from pneumonia at his 
brother, Hilary’s farm 

July 1924 Tolkien is appointed as Professor of English Language at Leeds 
University 

Autumn 1925 Tolkien is appointed as Professor of Anglo-Saxon at Oxford 
University, so the Tolkien family returns to Oxford  

11th May 1926 Tolkien and C.S. Lewis meet at a Merton College English 
Faculty Meeting 

Summer 1930 Tolkien writes “In a hole in the ground there lived a Hobbit” on 
the blank sheet of an exam paper he’s marking 

September 
1931 

Tolkien and another colleague, Hugo Dyson, talk about their 
faith in Jesus to C.S. Lewis, who begins to believe in God 

21st September 
1937 

‘The Hobbit’ is published by Allen & Unwin, and because of its 
success, Stanley Unwin urges Tolkien to write a sequel 

1st September 
1939 

The Second World War begins 

1943 Tolkien works as an air-raid warden 
June 1945 Tolkien becomes Professor of English Language and Literature 

at Oxford University 
29th July 1954 ‘The Fellowship of the Ring’ is published 
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Extension Activity: 
Find the most interesting thing in the exhibition and draw it! 
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11th November 
1954 

‘The Two Towers’ is published 

20th October 
1955 

‘The Return of the King’ is published 

29th November 
1971 

Edith Tolkien dies, at the age of 82 

28th March 
1972 

Tolkien is awarded a CBE from Queen Elizabeth II 

2nd September 
1977 

J.R.R. Tolkien dies from a stomach ulcer, at the age of 81 

1980 - 2017 Christopher Tolkien, Tolkien’s third son, edits and publishes 
Tolkien’s unfinished works 

16th January 
2020 

Christopher Tolkien dies, at the age of 95 
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Glossary 
 
Arkenstone 
The Arkenstone was discovered beneath the Lonely Mountain by the dwarves, and 
became an heirloom of the Dwarven royal family there once it had been cut and 
fashioned. In ‘The Hobbit’, it is the piece of treasure Thorin is most anxious to find. 
Bag End 
Bag End is the hobbit-hole where Bilbo Baggins lives. It is situated in Hobbiton, and is 
one of the biggest and best hobbit-holes in the Shire. In ‘The Lord of the Rings’, Frodo 
Baggins, his nephew, also lives there. 
Bard 
In ‘The Hobbit’, Bard is a man of Lake-town, who helps the Dwarves enter Lake-town 
and goes on to kill Smaug when he attacks Lake-town. He is a descendent of Lord 
Girion of Dale, and he later becomes Lord of Dale himself after it’s rebuilt. 
Battle of the Five Armies 
The ‘Battle of the Five Armies’ is a battle waged between the Orcs and Wargs of the 
Misty Mountains, the Lake-men, the Woodland Elves and the Dwarves, towards the end 
of ‘The Hobbit’. 
Beorn 
Beorn is a Northman (skinchanger), a skilled warrior who can also change into a black 
bear. He could also communicate with the animals that lived with him. In ‘The Hobbit’, he 
gave Thorin’s company shelter, food and supplies after they were attacked by Goblins. 
Dragon-sickness 
In ‘The Hobbit’, dragon-sickness is a type of sickness caused by large amounts of 
treasure that has been hoarded and kept by a dragon. It affects some more than others, 
but often results in greedy, illogical and even violent behaviour. 
Dwarves 
The dwarves are a tough race of people who live in the mountains, practising mining and 
blacksmithing. In ‘The Hobbit’, the thirteen dwarves of Thorin’s company are Thorin, Fíli, 
Kíli, Óin, Glóin, Balin, Dwalin, Ori, Dori, Nori, Bifur, Bofur and Bombur. 
Elrond  
Elrond is the master of Rivendell, a stronghold and refuge of the Elves. He is a great 
friend of Gandalf, and in ‘The Hobbit’ he helped Thorin’s company by discovering and 
translating the moon runes on Thorin’s map. 
Elvenking 
In ‘The Hobbit’, the Elvenking is King of the Woodland Realm, a kingdom of Elves 
located deep in Mirkwood. The Woodland Elves capture Thorin’s company whilst they 
are wandering in Mirkwood. The Elvenking also leads an army in ‘The Battle of the Five 
Armies’. 
Ents 
Ents are a very old race of tall, talking trees, who protect certain forests from Orcs and 
other dangers. 
Erebor 
Erebor, also known as ‘The Lonely Mountain’, was the home of the dwarves under King 
Thrór I. It is a mountain with a large Dwarven city underneath it. 
Gandalf 
Gandalf is a wizard that was sent to Middle Earth to help fight against Sauron. In ‘The 
Hobbit’, he joined Thorin and his company to help reclaim the Lonely Mountain from 
Smaug. 
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Temptation 
 
 
1. Tick the three main objects of temptation in ‘The Hobbit’. 
 
 [    ] Gold 
 
 [    ] Friendship 
 
 [    ] The Arkenstone 
 
 [    ] The One Ring 
 
 
2. Is it right to give in to temptation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What power does the One Ring give someone who wears it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Which four groups fought over the gold? 
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Friendship & Adventure 
 
 
1. How many members of Thorin’s company are there? 
 
 [    ] 9 
 
 [    ] 13 
 
 [    ] 14 
 
 [    ] 15  
 
 
2. Name three members of Thorin’s Company. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does Bilbo choose to help the Dwarves? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. In what ways does Bilbo change over the  

course of the story? 
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Goblins / Orcs 
In ‘The Hobbit’, ‘Orcs’ and ‘Goblins’ are used to mean the same thing. They are cruel, 
ugly, bad-hearted creatures that live deep in the mountains. Notable Goblin kingdoms 
include Goblin-town, where Thorin’s company encounter the Goblin-king, and the former 
Dwarf-kingdom of Moria, where Goblins from the North settled after the Dwarves 
abandoned it. In ‘The Hobbit’, the Orcs are often depicted riding Wargs, a breed of wolf. 
Gollum 
Gollum, also known as Sméagol, was a Hobbit-like creature who was damaged and 
broken by the One Ring. He lived in the Misty Mountains for over four hundred years. In 
‘The Hobbit’, Bilbo and Gollum fight over the Ring, but Bilbo escapes. 
Hobbits 
Hobbits are a small race of people who typically live underground, or in holes carved into 
hills. In ‘The Hobbit’, the main Hobbit we see is Bilbo Baggins, who becomes the 
fourteenth member of Thorin’s company, as they didn’t want to have an unlucky number 
of people. 
Lake-town 
In ‘The Hobbit’, Lake-town is a town built on wooden pillars that are sunk into the bed of 
the Long Lake, south of the Lonely Mountain. It is the final resting place of Smaug, who 
attacks the town after he wakes up and guesses, rightly, that the Dwarves have gotten 
help from the men of Lake-town. The town is reminiscent of a medieval Venice. 
Middle Earth 
Middle Earth is the continent that Tolkien’s stories take place in. 
Mirkwood 
Mirkwood is the largest remaining forest in Middle Earth. In ‘The Hobbit’, Mirkwood is 
where Thorin’s company encounter giant spiders, and are captured by the Elvenking. 
One Ring 
The One Ring was made by Sauron, so that he could enhance his power and gain 
lordship over the peoples of Middle Earth. It was cut from his hand by Isildur at the end 
of ‘The Seige of Barad-dûr. The Ring abandoned Isildur until it was found by Sméagol 
and Déagol, and when the Ring abandoned Gollum, it was found by Bilbo Baggins, in 
‘The Hobbit’. 
Sauron 
The Dark Lord Sauron is the main antagonist of ‘The Lord of the Rings’ trilogy. He 
appears in ‘The Hobbit’ briefly as ‘The Necromancer’, a disguise he uses to hide from 
the Elves whilst he tries to regain his power in Dol Guldur. 
Smaug 
Smaug the Terrible is a ginormous dragon who came from the mountains in the North to 
attack Erebor and take the gold there. He is the main antagonist in ‘The Hobbit’, and 
was killed by Bard, who shot a Black Arrow at the weak spot in his armour. 
Trolls 
In ‘The Hobbit’, Thorin’s company come across three trolls named Tom, Bert and 
William. They captured the Dwarves, intending to eat them, but Gandalf tricked them into 
fighting amongst themselves and they argued until the sun came up, at which point they 
were turned to stone. Thorin’s company then searched the trolls’ cave, where they found 
legendary Elven swords ‘Orcrist’ and ‘Glamdring’, and Bilbo’s famous knife which he 
later named ‘Sting’. 
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Tolkien’s Life 
 
 
1. Where was Tolkien born? 
 
 [    ]     Birmingham, England 
 
 [    ]     Bloemfontein, South Africa 
 
 [    ] Oxford, England 
 
 [    ] Hobbiton, The Shire 
 
 
 
2. What is the first line of ‘The Hobbit’? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. When was ‘The Hobbit’ published? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. According to Tolkien, how should we  

treat nature? 
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Tolkien & C.S. Lewis 
 
 
1. What friendship group were C.S. Lewis and  

J.R.R. Tolkien a part of? 
 
[    ] The Tea Club & Barrovian Society 
 
[    ] The Oxford Christian Union 
 
[    ] The Inklings 
 
[    ] The Fellowship 

 
  
2. What claim did Tolkien make about the Bible? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Name one similarity between ‘The Hobbit’ and the ‘ 

Chronicles of Narnia’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Name one difference between ‘The Hobbit’ and the 
 ‘Chronicles of Narnia’. 
  


